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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel while referring to Mr. Attlee's
speech made certain very striking points during the course of
an interview to the press :
" L While I do not attach much importance to promises
and declarations; there is an undoubted ring of sincerity about
Mr. Attlee's recent declaration-
2,    India demands immediate transfer of power.    She can
brook no further delay,
3.    The Congress is  prepared  to   provide  adequate   safe-
guards to protect the legitimate minority interest,   but  is not
prepared to accept Mr. Jinnah's demand for   the   division   of
India.
4- The Congress does not envisage any serious trouble if
real power is transferred.
5. The next few weeks will present the biggest and per-
haps the last opportunity to settle the Indian question ami-
cably. Tne partition, as proposed by Mr. Jinnah, will not
only be unfair to t ie Hindu and Sikh minorities in the
Punjab and Bengal but actually endanger the safecy of both
the constituent parts."
Mr, K. M. Munshi advocates his stand fora strong national
India aud appreciates the spirit of the Brirish Government's
declaration in rhe following words :
" The British Prime Minister's announcement is historic,
nay more, something unique. Since the beginning of history,
no imperial power has conceded, even in words, to a subject
nation independence so ungrudgingly and so unequivocally.
The announcement, among other things, concedes ;
44 Firstly, India's right to be independent ;
" Secondly, democratic freedom, the right of majority to
rule, subject to the minorities' right to be free from fear ;
" Thirdly, the right of India in the forthcoming negotia-
tions for the transfer of power to reject terms manifestly
disadvantageous to it.
"Nothing would be fairer, nothing more, so far as an-
nouncements go, could be achieved by wan These are words
so far but these words are of men in earnest. If they deny
them in deeds, the consequences, it is well known, will be
disastrous not only to the parties concerned but to the whole
world.
44 This announcement is partly due to the worid situation.